[The efficacy of transesophageal echocardiography during the pericardial drainage of the cardiac tamponade after cardiac surgery].
For two cases of cardiac tamponade following cardiac surgery, the approaches for pericardial drainage were determined by the transesophageal echocardiography under general anesthesia. In most cases of cardiac tamponade after cardiac surgery the pericardial effusion is regional and localized due to adhesions of pericardium. Therefore subxiphoid incision approach of pericardial drainage cannot often be accomplished. In these cases transesophageal echocardiography can image the presence, location and size of the pericardial effusion and is an available method to determine the approach of pericardial drainage.